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Australian dollar 1.92
Bulgarian lev 2.35
Canadian dollar 1.81
Croatian kuna 9.05
Czech koruna 32.71
Egyptian pound 11.13
Euro 1.26
Hungarian forint 369.64
NZ dollar 2.03
Polish zloty 5.24
S African rand 21.58
Swiss franc 1.37
Thai baht 47.95
Turkish lira 4.05
UAE dirham 5.06
US dollar 1.40Yo
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0% commission foreign currency 
available at any Post Office branch  
or at www.postoffice.co.uk  
or call 08458 500 900.  
These rates are an indication only.

Go
PACK AND
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£500

CAPE TOWN  
June 18 (10nts, r/o, 4*) 
Birmingham, £672 
awayholidays.co.uk
RHODES  
June 15 (7nts, h/b, 4*)  
Gatwick, £575 
olympicholidays.com

FUERTEVENTURA  
June dates (7nts, a/i, 5*)  
Various airports, £349 
blueseaholidays.co.uk
TURKEY  
June 16 (7nts, b&b, 3*) 
Manchester, £279 
jet2holidays.co.uk

JAMAICA  
June 24 (7nts, a/i, 4*) 
Gatwick, £950 
lowcostholidays.co.uk
CANCUN  
June 16 (10nts, b&b, 4*) 
Heathrow, £861 
southalltravel.co.uk

STAY 
at the sexiest 

island in the Med without 
shelling out a fortune. Thomson 

has seven nights self-catering at the 
two-star Kafouros Hotel in Santorini for 

just £546, flying from Bristol on July 5. Call 
0871 230 2555 or go to thomson.co.uk.

By DMitriJus KonoValoVas, 
Country Manager uK and ireland 
at Hotelscombined.co.uk.
MorninG 
i’d wake up to the sandy beaches 
and calm Mediterranean waters of 
Cannes. Following breakfast in 
one of the old town’s charming 
cafes, i’d head to the 
glamorous seafront 
and take a walk 
along the palm-
lined Boulevard 
de la Croisette.
noon 
i’d be people 
watching on 
Miami’s south Beach, 
enjoying the Florida sunshine and 
shopping at Bayside Marketplace.
EVEninG 
a wee dram of whisky in one of 
Edinburgh’s cosy pubs after 
enjoying a walking tour of the 
city’s dramatic castle and 
beautiful sites.

My PeRFeCT day

tell us your perfect day, 
email: travel@people.co.uk

ground. Tourists flock to the 
 waterfront at sunset to dine on 
mezze, kofte and fresh fish.

We sat on the harbour rocks in 
the shadow of Kyrenia Castle and 
watched fishing boats bob about. 

Nicosia, the island’s biggest city, 
is the last divided capital in the 
world. It was split into the  southern 
Greek Cypriot and the northern 
Turkish Cypriot parts in 1963 after 
bitter clashes and bloodshed. 

We took a half-day tour and found 
the Turkish side old-fashioned and 
full of shops selling bargains and 
cafes served Turkish coffee and 
natural carob. The mosque and the 
market square were the prettiest 
places. On the Greek side, back in 
the EU, things felt modern and 
slightly more expensive.

We couldn’t leave Northern 
Cyprus without making the 
 pilgrimage to Durrell’s house and 
the Tree of Idleness. Legend has 
it that those who sit underneath 
it will become so relaxed they will 
not feel like going back to work. 

Bathed in sunshine,  watching 
heavy citrus fruit fall from the 
trees,  we decided legend, 
 sometimes, isn’t far from the truth.
FACTFILE: Packages, including 
flights from Gatwick, through 
gonorthcyprus.com cost from £690 
for two people. Breakfast is 
 included Bellapais Monastery 
Village along with transfers. To hire 
a car, go to pacific-rentals.com. 

 arranged a hire car for us and we hit 
the road. You’ll be pleased to know 
they drive on the left. 

Still a lesser known tourist 
 destination, Northern Cyprus has 
all the amenities needed for a decent 
break yet prices are dirt cheap.

On a whim we picked a beach 
from the map and headed off 
through winding mountain roads.

Winding
Spotting a stunning viewpoint of 

the Five Finger Mountain, we 
stopped for a photo. When we 
 arrived at Alagadi beach, a large 
stretch of sand was ours alone.

The town of Kyrenia was the 
 perfect temperature in the late 
 afternoon. The harbour, in a 
 horseshoe bay, is a pleasant strolling 

it. Arriving at our hotel, we  followed 
the porter to a  bougainvillea-covered 
roof  terrace overlooking the pool 
and coastline. Our room was nestled 
into the hillside – a sweet little 
 terraced cabin with wooden 
 interiors. Not your average hotel 
room and far more private.

Our first stop was the pool, which 
we had to ourselves. Armed with 
books and towels, we made a pact 
to stay there for the day, save for 
trips to the sauna and steam room.

The poolside restaurant has a 
butler service. With a large  bottle of 
beer costing £2 you can enjoy 
 opulence without feeling guilty.

After some serious lazing around 
we decided it was time to explore 
the island – said to be the birthplace 
of Aphrodite. Go North Cyprus 

by Shanna Jones
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■■nortHErn 
Cyprus has a large 

turkish military presence. 
they are used to tourists but it 

would still be provocative to take 
snaps of defence installations.  
■■turKisH currency the lira is used 

across north Cyprus but some places 
accept euros and pounds.
■■tHE Karpass Peninsula –the island’s 

pan handle – is a long drive from the 
town of Kyrenia but worth it. You 

will find pristine and deserted 
white sandy beaches.

WheN you’re stressed out 
and desperate to unwind, the 
Abbey of Peace sounds like a 
good starting point.

From the magnificent monastery 
ruins in the Bellapais mountain 
range in Northern Cyprus, you can 
gaze right down to the Kyrenia 
 harbour.On the right kind of day, 
you can see all the way to Turkey.

The walls turn from sand-beige 
to glowing orange at sunset. When 
the sun sinks into the ocean and the 
mountainside becomes a contrast of 
fire and shadow, you know why 
English author Lawrence Durrell 
was so intoxicated with the place.

My friend Chloe and I stayed 
down the road in Bellapais 
Monastery Village Hotel, on the 
Turkish side of the island. Escaping 
stressful jobs, we were in need of 
relaxation and fun.

Aside from  temperatures in the 
20s, we chose Bellapais to 
 discover the home of the writer 
of Bitter Lemons of Cyprus. 
The book  documents Durrell’s 
time in North Cyprus from 1953 
to 1956, before Turkey invaded 
and the island was divided. 

After working in Yugoslavia, he 
pined for a quiet life in the  
 mountains of this divided island. 
His account of the political calamity 
is gripping – but the dramatic events  
didn’t stop him  falling in love with 

Away from it all in Northern Cyprus

CAlM: Monastery Village hotel

IDYllIC: 
Kyrenia 
Castle 
and,left, 
our Shanna 


